
Reducing Stormwater  
With Trees & Native Plants  
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Benefits of Trees:  

Environmental Benefits  
 
ü Reduction in air temperature by blocking sunlight, water evaporating 

from leaf surface removes heat energy from the air.  
ü Shade reduces surface heat ς a natural air conditioner. 
ü Evergreen trees can reduce wind speeds ς reduce heat loss from a home. 
ü Trees absorb and block noise and reduce glare.   
ü Trees help settle out, trap dust, pollen and smoke in the air.   
ü Trees absorb carbon dioxide and potentially harmful gasses (sulfur 

dioxide , carbon monoxide). 
ü Fallen (decaying) leaves provide nutrients, reduce soil temperature and 

soil moisture loss. 
ü Trees create an ecosystem ς providing habitat and food for birds and 

animals.  
ü Tree canopy reduce water temperature in streams, ponds to enhance 

aquatic life and improve water quality.   
 

2 



Benefits of Trees:  

Community Benefits 
 
ü Trees can enhance community economic stability ς residents, new 

business, tourists, etc. 
ü Higher property values for landscaped home -  higher occupancy rate for 

apartments or offices with wooded areas. 
ü Improves air quality, increases ground water recharge reducing soil erosion 

and stormwater run-off. 
ü  Trees make communities more livable for people and their activities. 

× People walk and jog more on streets with trees. 
× Children and adults have cool places to relax and play. 
× Feeling of community pride created by trees can help reduce 

crime.  
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Benefits of Trees:  

 
ü Trees clean the air ς provide oxygen. 
ü Trees cool streets and the city ς conserve energy.   
ü Trees save water, prevent soil erosion and help prevent water pollution. 
ü Can provide food, wood, canopy and habitat for wildlife and reduce water 

temperature in streams and waterbodies.  
ü Provide shade, block ultra-violet rays, reduce energy needs.   
ü Trees increase property values, blocking unsightly views. 
ü Trees create economic opportunities and increase business traffic. 
ü LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦ   
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